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Victeria, British Columbia

THE GLOBAL LEADER IN

AN ADDITIONAL " o ) DESTINATION IMMERSION

$250 ONBOARD CREDIT )
ON ALASKA SAILINGS Y EE—

Ay

For a limited time, receive up to 20% off cruise fares and every cruise is designed to bring you closer to the people,
up to $750 in Onboard Credit per stateroom* —plus places, and moments that matter most. Venture beyond
an additional $250 Onboard Credit when you book an the highlights, uncover hidden gems, and experience
Alaska sailing! destinations with the time and depth they deserve.

+
Plus, with Always Azamara inclusions valued at over Book by October 23, 2026, to take advantage of this
$4,500, along with longer stays in port, exclusive cultural exclusive offer,
performances, immersive destination experiences, and
exceptional service from a crew that knows you by name,

AZAMARA

OVER $4,500 IN VALUE - ALWAYS INCLUDED

Variety of Beer, Wine, Signature Onboard Unlimited Self-
Dining Venues and Spirits AzAmazing Evenings Gratuities Service Laundry

BOOK YOUR CRUISE: USBD TRAVELS & TOURS PH: 347-646-7979
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World Leaders Urge Faster
Climate Action at COP31

New York

World leaders and United Nations offi-
cials called for stronger and faster action
to address climate change as the high-
level segment of the COP31 climate
summit got underway in Antalya on
Wednesday.

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
urged governments to accelerate the tran-
sition away from fossil fuels, strengthen
adaptation measures and increase finan-
cial support for countries vulnerable to
the impacts of climate change.

Guterres warned that continued depend-
ence on fossil fuels is contributing not
only to climate risks but also to econom-
ic and energy insecurity. He argued that
expanding renewable energy could help
countries reduce exposure to volatile
energy prices while supporting economic
stability.

The call came as heads of state and gov-
ernment gathered for the Antalya
Leaders' Summit, which is being held on
November 11 and 12 under the theme
"Towards a Sustainable, Resilient and
Equitable Future."

The UN climate summit is taking place
against a backdrop of growing concerns
over the gap between countries' climate

commitments and the action needed to
limit global warming. The Associated
Press reported that Guterres called for

concrete measures to reduce fossil-fuel
dependence, strengthen climate adapta-
tion and provide greater financial assis-
tance to vulnerable nations.

Climate action is also increasingly being
framed as an economic and security
issue. Reuters reported Wednesday that
leaders at COP31 are emphasizing the
potential economic benefits of moving
away from fossil fuels, including lower
exposure to energy-price shocks, new
investment and job opportunities.
Several high-level discussions are sched-
uled during the leaders' summit, includ-
ing talks on clean-energy transition and
electrification, green industrial invest-
ment, jobs and economic growth.

Other discussions will focus on zero
waste, methane reduction and early-
warning systems for climate-related dis-
asters.

The summit is expected to test whether
governments can translate their climate
commitments into concrete policies and
increased international cooperation at a
time when energy security, inflation and
geopolitical tensions are competing for
political attention.

UN General Assembly
Examines Russian

Veto That Ended Western
Sahara Mission

Shibbir Ahmed, New York

The UN General Assembly has examined Russia's
veto of a Security Council resolution that brought an
abrupt end to the United Nations Mission for the
Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO), ending
the UN peacekeeping mission's 35-year presence in
the territory. The General Assembly meeting was held
on November 10 under the UN's veto initiative, which
is designed to increase transparency and accountabili-
ty when one of the five permanent members of the
Security Council uses its veto power. On October 30,
Russia vetoed a US-drafted resolution that would have
extended MINURSO's mandate for another year. The
resolution had received support from 11 members of
the Security Council. The US-backed draft also reaf-
firmed the Moroccan autonomy proposal as the basis

for negotiations over the future of Western Sahara.
Russia opposed the resolution, arguing that it margin-
alized the Polisario Front and moved away from
established UN parameters on self-determination.
The General Assembly debate highlighted the deep
diplomatic divisions surrounding the long-running
Western Sahara dispute. Support for Morocco's auton-
omy proposal has grown among a number of coun-
tries, while some states continue to support a referen-
dum on self-determination.

The issue has renewed attention on the role of the
Security Council's veto system and its impact on UN
peacekeeping and conflict-resolution efforts.

The Russian veto also means the future of the UN's
long-standing presence in Western Sahara has become
a major diplomatic issue, with countries divided over
how the decades-old dispute should be resolved.

CNEE Wins Government

App

roval to Build FSRU

at Maheshkhali

BAPA News, Dhaka : The government has approved a proposal okaying the bid submitted by China’s China
National Energy Engineering and Construction Company Limited (CNEE) for establishing a floating storage
and regasification unit (FSRU) at Kutubjom in Maheshkhali, Cox’s Bazar, under a government-to-government
arrangement. The proposal was approved at the 53rd meeting of the Cabinet Committee on Government
Purchase (CCGP) held today, with Finance Minister Amir Khosru Mahmud Chowdhury in the chair. According
to the proposal, the estimated cost of the proposal would be around Tk 12,324 crore for a 15-year term or Tk

13,161 crore for a 20-year term. The Energy

and Mineral Resources Division placed the proposal seeking

approval of the bid submitted by CNEE under the G2G arrangement.

Dr Khalilur Rahman
Outlines Three
Priorities for COP31

New York

UN General Assembly President
and Bangladesh Foreign Minister
Dr Khalilur Rahman has outlined
three key priorities ahead of the
COP31 climate summit in
Antalya, Tiirkiye,

calling for an accelerated clean
energy transition, predictable cli-
mate finance and stronger meas-
ures to protect vulnerable com-
munities. In a video message
ahead of the global climate con-
ference, Rahman stressed the
need to turn longstanding inter-
national climate commitments
into concrete action as climate-
vulnerable countries continue to
face increasingly severe conse-
quences of global warming.
Highlighting his first priority, the
UN General Assembly president
called for effective implementa-
tion of commitments under the
Paris Agreement through faster
deployment of clean energy,
increased electrification and sub-
stantial reductions in greenhouse
gas emissions. He said that more
than a decade after the

adoption of the landmark climate
accord, the international commu-
nity must move beyond pledges
and focus on delivering measura-
ble results. Rahman identified
climate finance as his second pri-
ority, emphasising the need for
predictable and accessible fund-
ing for climate adaptation,
resilience-building and efforts to
address loss and damage caused

by climate-related disasters.

He stressed the importance of
ensuring that financial resources
reach countries and communities
most vulnerable to climate
change, enabling

them to strengthen their capacity
to withstand its growing impacts.
Protecting human lives was iden-
tified as his third priority.
Rahman called for greater invest-
ment in early

warning systems, disaster pre-
paredness and community-level
protection measures. He said
such investments are essential to
safeguarding vulnerable popula-
tions already experiencing the
effects of extreme weather events
and other climate-related haz-
ards.

The UN General Assembly presi-
dent stressed that international
climate action must prioritise
practical measures that protect
communities while accelerating
the global transition towards a
low-carbon and climate-resilient
future.

The Paris Agreement, adopted in
2015, established a global frame-
work for limiting the rise in tem-
peratures, strengthening climate
resilience and mobilising finan-
cial support for developing coun-
tries. However, implementation
gaps, 1nadequate climate financ-
ing and the increasing frequency
of climate-related disasters con-
tinue to pose major challenges to
achieving the agreement's objec-
tives.
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Lebanon: After 48 years
patrolling the Blue Line, UN
peacekeepers prepare to leave

Shibbir Ahmed, New York

Southern Lebanon remains volatile and deeply challenging
for communities trying to rebuild their lives, even as hos-
tilities have significantly decreased following a June agree-
ment involving the United States, Lebanon and Israel.
Speaking to UN News from Naqoura in southern Lebanon,
Kandice Ardiel, spokesperson for the United Nations
Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), said UN peacekeep-
ers continue to observe daily violations by Israeli forces
across the region.

She said the reported activities include the construction of
military positions and roads, military operations, demoli-
tions, airstrikes and artillery fire. On Tuesday, UNIFIL said
a routine patrol near Wadi Jilu came under fire.
Peacekeepers returned fire and the shooting subsequently
stopped. No injuries were reported. UNIFIL called on the
Lebanese Government to conduct a prompt investigation
into the incident.

According to the latest UN data, the number of internally
displaced people who have returned to their areas of origin
has increased by 13 percent since September, reaching
nearly one million.

However, around 304,500 people remain displaced outside
their home areas.

Ardiel said signs of normal life are beginning to emerge in
some parts of southern Lebanon, with children returning to
school and farmers attempting to harvest their crops, par-
ticularly olives.

"We're seeing kids going back to school. We're seeing
farmers trying to harvest their crops, particularly olive
crops. But they're coming back to a really difficult situa-
tion," she said. Many villages have suffered extensive
damage, making everyday life extremely difficult for
returning residents.

Essential infrastructure, including electricity networks,
water systems and roads, has been badly damaged or
destroyed and will need to be rebuilt, Ardiel said. UNIFIL
was established by the UN Security Council on 19 March
1978 with three main objectives: confirming the withdraw-
al of Israeli forces from Lebanon, restoring international
peace and security, and assisting the Lebanese Government
in ruslormg its effective authority in the area. The mis-
sion's first peacekeepers arrived on 23 March 1978.

After nearly five decades in southern Lebanon, the mission
is now preparing for its eventual withdrawal. In August
2025, the UN Security Council unanimously decided not

to renew UNIFIL's mandate beyond the end of 2026.
Preparations for the withdrawal are expected to begin in
January 2027. However, uncertainty remains over what
will replace the mission or what form international engage-
ment in southern Lebanon could take after UNIFIL leaves.
"There's a lot of talk and speculation about

what might come next. We know the Security Council is
considering options, but so far nothing has been decided,"
Ardiel said. She added that the uncertainty is causing con-
cern among local communities.

The withdrawal of UNIFIL is expected to have conse-
quences beyond the mission itself. For decades, the peace-
keeping force has been deeply integrated

into the social and economic life of southern Lebanon. In
addition to its security role, UNIFIL has provided employ-
ment opportunities and contributed significantly to the
local economy. The transition could

be particularly difficult for the mission's Lebanese national
staff, many of whom have been directly affected by the
conflict.

"This is especially true for our national staff, who are

Lebanese, many of whom have lost homes or family mem-
bers because of the ongoing conflict," Ardiel said. As the
mission prepares to leave, concern is also growing over the
security situation that will remain behind.

"There's a great deal of nervousness now that we're leaving
in a situation where southern Lebanon remains unstable
because of ongoing military activity, the continuation of
the conflict, and the uncertain future that people here are
anticipating, Ardiel said.

She stressed the importance of maintaining an internation-
al presence in southern Lebanon, arguing that impartial
monitoring and international engagement have played an
important role in the region for decades. Such international
engagement, she said, will remain important to Lebanon's
future stability.

After 48 years of patrolling and monitoring the Blue Line,
UNIFIL is now preparing to leave southern Lebanon. But
as the withdrawal approaches, communities facing the long
process of reconstruction are confronting a difficult ques-
tion: how will security and stability be maintained once the
UN peacekeeping mission is gone?

COP31: Guterres calls for climate justice
pact as leaders confront climate crisis

Shibbir Ahmed, New York

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has called for a
new global "Climate Justice Compact" to help develop-
ing countries transition away from fossil fuels while
protecting communities bearing the greatest impacts of
climate change. Speaking at the COP31 Leaders'
Summit in Antalya on Wednesday, Guterres urged gov-
ernments to tax windfall profits earned by major fossil
fuel companies and use the proceeds to help vulnerable
countries recover from climate-related disasters.

"Our planet is heating up. The clock is winding down.
It's make or bake time," Guterres told world leaders. He
warned that even if countries fully implement their cur-
rent national climate plans, the world could still face
more than 2.5°C of warming by the end of the century.
He said a temporary breach of the Paris Agreement's
1.5°C threshold now appears inevitable, but insisted that
this should not be treated as a reason to abandon climate
action.

"Science is not telling us to surrender. It is telling us to
fight harder," Guterres said, stressing that every fraction
of a degree of warming avoided could make a differ-
ence. Guterres said the proposed Climate Justice
Compact would be based on shared responsibility,
shared security and shared benefits. It would seek to
accelerate a just transition away from fossil fuels, pro-
tect vulnerable communities, improve access to climate
finance and strengthen international cooperation.

"We cannot demand that countries transform their
economies while denying them the means to do so," he
said. The UN chief urged developed countries to lead
efforts to provide at least $300 billion a year in climate
finance by 2035 and called for the broader climate
finance goal of $1.3 trillion annually for developing
countries to be translated into real financial flows.

He also called for a rapid expansion of renewable ener-

gy and a major reduction in unabated coal power as part
of efforts to keep the 1.5°C target within reach. Guterres
sharply criticized the fossil fuel industry, accusing pow-
erful interests of distorting climate science and delaying
stronger action. "Fossil fuels must go the way of the
dinosaurs. The dinosaurs did not have a lobby. Fossil
fuels do," he said. He pointed to the huge gap between
fossil fuel profits and international support for countries
suffering climate-related losses. The nine largest oil
companies earned about $95 billion in profits in a single
quarter, while the international Loss and Damage Fund
received roughly $600 million, an amount Guterres said
was equivalent to only about 14 hours of those compa-
nies' profits. He urged governments to tax such windfall
profits and direct the money toward vulnerable coun-
tries.

"Polluters must pay," Guterres said, drawing applause
from delegates. Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdo?an
also called for greater support for developing countries,
saying decades of climate negotiations had not produced

enough progress in implementation. Erdo?an said cli-
mate finance must become more accessible, predictable
and responsive to the needs of developing nations. He
also argued that wealthier countries bear greater respon-
sibility because of their historical use of the global car-
bon budget. Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da
Silva warned that wars, trade disputes and geopolitical
tensions were pushing climate change down the interna-
tional agenda.

"We started talking more about weapons and tariffs than
the survival of future generations," Lula said. He
defended international cooperation and announced plans
for Brazil to develop national roadmaps aimed at reduc-
ing dependence on fossil fuels and endlng deforestation,
building on initiatives from last year's COP30 in the
Amazon. Methane emissions were also a major focus of
discussions at COP31. Methane traps more than 80
times as much heat as carbon dioxide over a 20-year
period and is released through fossil fuel operations,
agriculture and decomposing waste.

Guterres called on the UN Environment Programme to
develop a global standard for near-zero methane emis-
sions from the oil and gas industry. UNEP is already
using satellites and artificial intelligence to identify
major methane leaks and alert governments and compa-
nies.

Julia Ferini, head of UNEP's International Methane
Emissions Observatory, said the system has helped
reduce emissions in 45 cases across 13 countries. She
described methane reduction as a potentially rapid way
to slow warming while the world works to cut carbon
dioxide emissions.

The conference has also highlighted practical climate
solutions outside formal negotiations. In Botswana,
young entrepreneur Makwena Moesi is using more than
half a million worms to turn food waste into fertilizer
through a process known as vermicomposting.
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2028 ALASKA

Booking

Bonus

4500 - 4500

INSTANT SAVINGS*

+ FREE LOCATION UPGRADE
+ EARLY ACCESS TO DINING RESERVATIONS
+ EARLY ACCESS TO ARRIVAL GROUPS

9 Hubbard Glacier, Alaska

*Terms and conditions apply.
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