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AN ADDITIONAL " o ) DESTINATION IMMERSION

$250 ONBOARD CREDIT )
ON ALASKA SAILINGS Y EE—

Ay

For a limited time, receive up to 20% off cruise fares and every cruise is designed to bring you closer to the people,
up to $750 in Onboard Credit per stateroom* —plus places, and moments that matter most. Venture beyond
an additional $250 Onboard Credit when you book an the highlights, uncover hidden gems, and experience
Alaska sailing! destinations with the time and depth they deserve.

+
Plus, with Always Azamara inclusions valued at over Book by October 23, 2026, to take advantage of this
$4,500, along with longer stays in port, exclusive cultural exclusive offer,
performances, immersive destination experiences, and
exceptional service from a crew that knows you by name,

AZAMARA

OVER $4,500 IN VALUE - ALWAYS INCLUDED

Variety of Beer, Wine, Signature Onboard Unlimited Self-
Dining Venues and Spirits AzAmazing Evenings Gratuities Service Laundry

BOOK YOUR CRUISE: USBD TRAVELS & TOURS PH: 347-646-7979
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CRUISE TRAVEL AGENCY
THE FUN BEGINS HERE!

@ rh:347-646-7979
sales@usbdtravels.com

I

. almmla SAILING DATE
|:E= NOV 1, 2026
| (4 NIGHTS)
ROUNDTRIP FROM
TAMPA, FL =

ITINERARY
DAY 1 i TAMPA, FLORIDA
NOV 1 %‘& Departure: 4:00 PM
DAY 2 % FUN DAY AT SEA
NOV 2 — Relax & Enjoy

_‘—r—" Onboard Activities

= T 1__@
Q@ Vibrant Culture

SHOP . DINE » Expt_oaa

COZUMEL, MEXICO
b :g:g % sn.m?;%i Arrival: 8:00 AM WHY CHOOSE CARNIVAL?

o
%—aml Departure: 5:00 PM
N Relax & Enjoy

9 T"PMPWW

BEAUTIFUL BEACHES ,f'l

UV 4 —w—wﬂ-‘*

—i' Onboard Activities World-Class Delicious Pools & Kids & Family Spa &
Entertainment Dining Water Fun Activities Wellness
ol DAY 5 TAMPA, FLORIDA .
i NOV 5 & L Arrival: 8:00 AM PREMIUM FUN AWAITS |
i A a -y - ‘ 5 > % . -4 +3 . S
t - ] o .\ R | ]

Wcrld Class Comfortable
Entertainment Staterooms

BO K
= cnmss TODAY'

Cruise Travel Agency | e Ph: 347-646-7979

lllustrativ
{les=te) B sales@usbdtravels.com
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Park to

Shibbir Ahmed, New York

When nature retaliates, even the most
powerful cities on Earth can find them-
selves utterly defenseless. New York
remains a grim witness to this reality.
During those ill-fated 48 hours of
Hurricane Sandy in 2012, 44 New
Yorkers lost their lives, two million peo-
ple were plunged into sudden darkness,
and $19 billion in wealth evaporated in
the blink of an eye. Standing on those
very ruins, New York has refused to sur-
render. Instead, the city has launched an
unprecedented "climate war." To suppress
the ravenous waves of the Atlantic and
the relentlessly rising sea levels, a mas-
sive $2 billion (approx. 24,000 crore
BDT) megaproject is being carved direct-
ly through the Manhattan waterfront.

A recent on-site report by the United
Nations has revealed the thrilling realities
of this ultra-modern engineering feat-a
saga blending science, architecture, and
the raw survival of millions.

An Impregnable Fortress Disguised as a
Park The most magical transformation of
this master plan is unfolding across
Manhattan's historic East River Park. Just
north of the Williamsburg Bridge, the
roar of giant cranes and heavy machinery
echoes day and night. Millions of tons of
specialized soil brought from the
riverbed are being deposited to raise the
entire park up to 10 feet (3 meters) above
sea level.

Yet, what meets the eye is only one-third
of the actual reality. Below the surface
lies an invisible, titanic shield. Extending
100 feet (30 meters) deep into the
reclaimed earth along the riverbank are
massive concrete and steel piles. These
piles were driven with immense force,
crushing ancient shipwreck remains and

CTEE W 2 FIEF $800 m QY THIMT ACAET 388y W b TSI 03Y

| Higher Ground |

How New York 1s Raising a
Hold Back the Sea

forgotten piers to anchor themselves
directly into bedrock. Right above them
runs a colossal, hidden floodwall. While
it appears to be an ordinary recreation
park on top, it conceals a state-of-the-art
fortress beneath. Preparing for the Surge:
When the City Locks Down
Automatically The impacts of climate
change are no longer a distant future;
they are a merciless present-day reality.
Data from the World Meteorological
Organization (WMO) indicates that the
rate of global sea-level rise has doubled
since satellite measurements began in
1993. For a city boasting 520 miles of
coastline, the ultimate threat is no longer
just a singular superstorm, but the creep-
ing menace of the everyday high tide.
Kathryn Prybylski, New York City's
Assistant Commissioner of the Bureau of
Coastal Resilience, issued a stark warn-
ing: "Without these walls, many New
Yorkers would face regular tidal flooding
in the decades ahead-once, twice, or even
10 times a month. It would dlsrupt daily
commutes and change how people send
their children to school."

To counter this, the entire system has
been engineered with incredible fore-
sight. If a severe storm approaches, no
human deployment will be required
inside the park itself. Elsewhere along
the waterfront, 18 massive sliding flood-
gates will be swung shut, while farther
south, nearly 100 mechanicals 'flip-up'
barriers will rise from the ground to
block incoming surges. The blueprint
successfully factors in an extra 30 inches
(76 centimeters) of sea-level rise. With
90 percent of the project now opera-
tional, the city stands structurally pre-
pared for volatile weather events.

Global Disparity: The Luxury of Rich
Cities vs. the Anguish of South Asia
While New York's $2 billion megaproject
wins global applause, it simultaneously
exposes a cruel, naked economic dispari-
ty in global climate politics. The United
Nations has explicitly pointed out that
wealthy megacities like New York,
Miami, or Guangzhou possess the capltal
to build multi-billion-dollar defenses to
save themselves. But for low-lying,
developing cities in South Asia, the roar
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of rising seas is an immediate death
knell. According to UN reports, perma-
nent inundation puts more than 14 mil-
lion people across South Asia-particular-
ly in low-lying hubs like Dhaka, Kolkata,
and Mumbai-at catastrophic risk of los-
ing their homes forever. Pacific island
communities in Fiji, Vanuatu, and the
Solomon Islands have already begun
fleeing their ancestral lands.

Navid Hanif, a representative from the
UN's Department of Economic and
Social Affairs (DESA), noted: "What
New York is doing is a commendable
step forward and a message to all big
cities. But it is also a reminder that fund-
ing must be accessible so that less devel-
oped nations are not left to drown."

Life Beyond the Wall: Where Dreams
Flourish The most beautiful aspect of this
project is that it is not a concrete jungle
built at the expense of the environment.
The newly elevated East River Park is
carpeted with lush green lawns. It fea-
tures modern running tracks, children's
playgrounds, sports fields, and communi-
ty barbecue spots. In the evenings, as the
sun sets over the Brooklyn skyline, local
residents gather to walk their dogs and
breathe freely. Liz, a neighborhood resi-
dent walking her dog, shared her
thoughts: "We're in this park twice a day,
every day. We love it! We don't always
think about what is built underneath, but
the beautiful life we enjoy on top is a
perfect example of how climate
resilience can help people enjoy their
lives." As New York races toward its
final 2027 completion date, this project
offers a definitive message to the world:
fighting climate change does not mean
simply cowering in fear of the ocean. It
means adapting intelligently, embracing
nature, and elevating the very quality of
human life.

Adam Hamilton Makes
History in Kansas, Ends
94-Year Democratic
Senate Drought

Kansas, USA

In a stunning political upset in
the 2026 U.S. midterm elections,
Democrat Adam Hamilton has
made history by defeating
Republican incumbent Senator
Roger Marshall in traditionally
conservative Kansas. The victory
ends a 94-year Democratic
drought in the state’s U.S. Senate
elections, marking the first time
since 1932 that a Democrat has
won a Senate seat in Kansas.
Hamilton’s historic vu:tory is
being viewed as a major political setback for
President Donald Trump and the Republican Party,
raising questions about public support for the admin-
istration’s leadership and policies ahead of the final
two years of Trump’s presidency.

According to preliminary election results, Hamilton
secured approximately 52.1 percent of the vote, com-
pared with 44.9 percent for Marshall, as nearly 90
percent of the votes had been counted. The
Associated Press has reported Hamilton as the win-
ner of the race. Hamilton, the founding pastor of
Church of the Resurrection, one of the largest United
Methodist congregations in the United States, pre-
sented himself as an independent-minded and moder-
ate Democrat. His campaign focused heavily on eco-
nomic affordability, healthcare, energy costs and
bringing political divisions to an end. The race
attracted national attention because Kansas has long
been considered a reliably Republican state.

President Trump carried Kansas
by approximately 16 percentage
points in the 2024 presidential
election, making Hamilton’s vic-
tory particularly significant.
Political analysts point to several
factors behind the Democratic
breakthrough. Rising living costs,
dissatisfaction with the Trump
administration, and public con-
cerns over U.S. involvement in
international conflicts, including
the war involving Iran, appear to
have contributed to the shifting
political landscape. Agricultural
concerns and the rising costs of fuel, fertilizer and
other essential farming supplies also became impor-
tant issues for voters in the largely agricultural state.
Abortion rights and reproductive freedom further
energized Democratic voters, particularly women and
younger voters, in a state where reproductive rights
have become a major political issue. Marshall also
faced criticism over his past medical practice, partic-
ularly reports that he had sued hundreds of patients
over unpaid medical bills when he worked as an
obstetrician. The controversy became an issue during
the campaign and added to the pressure on the
Republican incumbent. Hamilton’s victory carries
significance beyond Kansas. It demonstrates that
even traditionally Republican states may be competi-
tive for Democrats when economic concerns, candi-
date appeal and dissatisfaction with national leader-
ship converge. The historic result could also have
major implications for control of the U.S. Senate.

First Palestinian-American
Aber Kawas Makes
History in New York

Shibbir Ahmed, New York

A historic milestone has been
achieved in New York State poli-
tics following the 2026 U.S.
midterm elections. Democratic
candidate Aber Kawas has won
the New York State Senate seat
in District 12 (SD-12), marking a
breakthrough in the state’s politi-
cal history. According to projec-
tions by major U.S. news outlets,
Kawas secured approximately 75
percent of the vote, defeating
Republican candidate Han-Khon
To by a wide margin, with
around 90 percent of ballots
counted. With this victory,
Kawas is set to become the first
Palestinian-American woman
who wears a hijab to be elected
to the New York State
Legislature. The district, which
covers parts of Queens in New
York City, has become a signifi-
cant political battleground for

progressive candidates. Kawas, a
grassroots organizer backed by
the Democratic Socialists of
America (DSA), campaigned on
a platform focused on affordable
housing, universal healthcare,
immigrant rights, and anti-war
policies. Following her projected
victory, Kawas celebrated the
historic achievement in a brief
post on the social media platform
X, writing: “We made history.”
Political analysts view her strong
performance as a significant
milestone for the progressive
movement in New York. Her vic-
tory also reflects growing sup-
port among voters, particularly
younger generations, for candi-
dates advocating progressive
policies and social justice. The
result is also being viewed in the
broader context of growing polit-
ical opposition to the Trump
administration’s conservative
policy agenda.



oy e 6

AY4qq|

www.khabor.com

‘Dhakai Muslin’ ready
to spread wings on
global market

Harun Al Nasif, Dhaka

The legendary ‘Woven Air’- Dhakai
Muslin- has returned from the pages of
fairy tales into reality, thanks to the vision-
ary initiative of the government, relentless
genome research by scientists, and the
magic of marginal women artisans’ fingers.
The traditional ‘Dhakai Muslin’, which is
famous for its exceptionally delicate cotton
weave, now fully prepared to spread its
wings in the global market commercially,
following the restoration of the ancient
thread-making technology and the raw
material.

The ‘Dhakai Muslin’, as transparent as a
shred of white cloud, as serene as morning
dew, and as light as a thread floating in the
air, was acclaimed as a top global luxury
brand in the Roman, Greek, and Arab
empires since 500 BC. During the Mughal
era, its prestige reached such a pinnacle
that the finest version of Muslin, ‘Malmal
Khas’, was exclusively reserved for emper-
ors. Depending on the design and quality,
Muslin—the artistic pride and ultimate
excellence of Bengali weaving—had vari-
ous poetic names such as ‘Ab-e-Rawan’
(flowing water) and ‘Shabnam’ (morning
dew). The historic accounts of an entire
saree easily fitting inside a matchbox or
passing through a small ring bear testament
to the unimaginable fineness of Muslin.
Around 170 years ago, towards the end of
the 18th century, the aggression of cheap
mill-made fabrics from Manchester by the
British East India Company, horrific physi-
cal torture on local weavers (such as sever-
ing their thumbs), and the imposition of
punitive taxes choked the life out of this
industry. Furthermore, the unique raw
material required for Muslin—the ‘Phuti
Karpas’ cotton plant grown exclusively in
the Meghna river basin—eventually went
completely extinct from nature, putting the
final nail in the coffin of the industry. The
original ‘Dhakai Muslin’ was exhibited for
the last time at the Great Exhibition in
London in 1850, after which it became
mere history. Weaving Dhakai Muslin was
not just ordinary manual labour; it was a
complex folk science intertwined with
weather conditions. The ultra-fine thread of
‘Phuti Karpas’ tends to snap in dry air.
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2026 US Midterm Elections
Democrats Win Senate in

Major Blue Wave

Shibbir Ahmed, Washington, D¢

Democrats have scored a major victory in
the 2026 U.S. midterm elections, regaining
control of the Senate and making signifi-
cant gains across the country in a strong
rebuke to President Donald Trump and the
Republican Party. The results have
reshaped the political landscape in
Washington and could substantially influ-
ence the final two years of Trump’s presi-
dency.

The biggest Democratic breakthrough
came in the Senate, where the party
regained control after winning several
closely contested races in states traditional-
ly considered Republican strongholds.
According to the Associated Press,
Democrats secured major victories in
Texas, Kansas, South Carolina, North
Carolina and Ohio, delivering a significant
setback to the Republican Party.

In Texas, Democrat James Talarico defeat-
ed Republican Ken Paxton in a closely
watched Senate race.

The victory represents a major political
shift in a state that has long been dominat-
ed by Republicans. In Ohio, former
Democratic Senator Sherrod Brown defeat-
ed Republican Jon Husted, returning to the
Senate. In North Carolina, former
Governor Roy Cooper secured a victory
over Republican candidate Michael
Whatley.

Democrats also celebrated major victories
in gubernatorial races across the country. In
Texas, Gina Hinojosa defeated Republican
Governor Greg Abbott, making history as
the state’s first Latina governor. In Georgia,
Democrat Keisha Lance Bottoms won the
governorship, while Amy Acton secured
victory in Ohio and Rob Sand won in
Towa. These victories further strengthened
the Democratic Party’s position in several

key states. Control of the House of
Representatives, however, remained uncer-
tain as vote counting contmued in several
districts. Democrats were moving closer to
securing a majority, but the final outcome
had not yet been determined in the latest
election-night reporting. The balance of
power in the House will be crucial in deter-
mining how much influence Democrats can
exercise over the federal legislative agenda.
The election results reflect widespread
voter concerns about the rising cost of liv-
ing, inflation, healthcare expenses, energy
prices and the country’s foreign policy,
including the war involving Iran.
Dissatisfaction with the direction of the
country and concerns about government
accountability also played important roles
in shaping voter sentiment.

The Democratic victory in the Senate could
significantly complicate President Trump’s
legislative agenda during the remaining

two years of his term. With control of the
Senate, Democrats will have greater influ-
ence over legislation, congressional investi-
gations, government oversight and confir-
mation of presidential nominees.

If Democrats also secure control of the
House, the administration could face even
greater scrutiny through congressional
hearings and investigations. A divided
Congress would make it more difficult for
the president to advance major legislative
priorities without bipartisan support.

The 2026 midterm elections are therefore
more than a change in congressional con-
trol. They represent a significant political
message from American voters and could
reshape the national political debate ahead
of the 2028 presidential election. For
Republicans, the results mark a major set-
back; for Democrats, they offer renewed
momentum and an opportunity to challenge
the Trump administration’s policies.

Bangladesh Exports to US Grow
11.51% 1n Four Months

Kamal Uddin Chowdhury, DHAKA

Bangladeshi product export to the United
States markets has increased by 11.51
percent during the July-October period in
the 2026-27 fiscal year. The growth
reflects the continued competitiveness of
Bangladeshi products in one of the
world’s most important consumer mar-
kets. According to the latest statistics of
the Export Promotion Bureau (EPB),
Bangladesh earned US$3.35 billion from
exports to the US during the first four
months of FY2026-27, compared to
US$3.00 billion in the corresponding
period of the previous fiscal year.

The US market alone accounted for near-
ly one-fifth of Bangladesh’s total mer-
chandise export earnings during the peri-
od, underscormg its strategic importance
to the country’s export-oriented economy.
The performance also indicates that
demand for Bangladeshi products in the
American market remains strong desplte
persistent global economic uncertainties,
changing consumer behaviour and
increasing competition among exporting
countries. Overall, Bangladesh earned
US$17.09 billion from merchandise
exports during July-October of FY2026-
27, registering a 5.88 percent growth
over the corresponding period of
FY2025-26. The export earnings from the
US market, therefore, grew at a substan-
tially faster rate than the country’s overall
export growth, further strengthening
America’s position as Bangladesh’s lead-
ing export destination. Talking to
Mohammad Hasan Arif, Vice Chairman
and Chief Executive (Addmonal
Secretary) of the EPB, said the encourag-

ing performance in the US market
reflects the growing competitiveness of
Bangladeshi products in the global mar-
ketplace. “The United States continues to
be Bangladesh’s most important export
destination. Achieving 11.51 percent
growth in such a large and competitive
market is highly encouraging for our
export sector,” he said. He said
Bangladeshi exporters had been able to
maintain the confidence of international
buyers through timely shipment of prod-
ucts, improved quality and adherence to
international compliance standards,
despite uncertainties in the global econo-
my. “The strong growth in the US market
demonstrates the resilience of our
exporters and the sustained demand for
Bangladeshi products, particularly in

major consumer segments,” he added.
Alongside the strong performance in tra-
ditional export destinations, Bangladesh
is also making progress in expandlng its
presence in emerging markets, particular-
ly in the Middle East and other non-tradi-
tional destinations. According to EPB
data, Turkey emerged as the fastest-grow-
ing export destination among the major
markets during the July-October period
of FY2026-27, recording an impressive
growth of 82.69 percent.

Bangladesh’s exports to Turkey increased
to US$292.15 million during the four-
month period, compared to US$159.92
million in the corresponding period of the
previous fiscal year. Exports to Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) also recorded notable growth,

increasing by 15.52 percent and 12.93
percent respectively. Spain also registered
double-digit growth, indicating an expan-
sion of Bangladesh’s export opportunities
beyond its conventional major markets.
Commenting on the broader export out-
look, Arif said Bangladesh was making
significant progress in diversifying its
export markets. “Alongside the tradition-
al destinations, we are witnessing encour-
aging growth in several emerging mar-
kets, especially in the Middle East. This
will help create a more balanced export
basket and reduce dependence on a few
major destinations,” he said. Market
diversification is considered increasingly
important for Bangladesh as greater geo-
graphical distribution of exports can help
reduce vulnerability to economic slow-
downs, changing trade policies and
demand fluctuations in individual mar-
kets. Apart from the United States, the
United Kingdom and Germany continued
to be among Bangladesh’s most impor-
tant export destinations during the July-
October period. The UK ranked second,
with exports worth US$1.74 billion,
while Germany secured the third position
with US$1.57 billion. Spain and the
Netherlands occupied the fourth and fifth
positions respectively among
Bangladesh’s major export markets. The
strong performance in these European
destinations highlights the continued
importance of the European market to
Bangladesh’s export earnings, particular-
ly for its major manufactured products.
The United States, the United Kingdom
and Germany together accounted for a
substantial portion of the country’s export
earnings during the period.
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SAILING DATE

NOV 29 - DEC 03, 2026
(4 NIGHTS)

ROUNDTRIP FROM
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Carnival Sunrise®

MIAMI, FLORIDA
Departure: 6:00 PM

AT SEA
Relax & Enjoy
Onboard Activities

HALF MOON CAY™
Arrival: 8:00 AM
Departure: 4:00 PM

7 CELEBRATION KEY™
Arrival: 8:00 AM - =
Departure: 5:00 PM INTERIOR
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Shore Excursions & More!
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2028 ALASKA

Early
3500 - “5500

INSTANT SAVINGS*

Booking

+ FREE LOCATION UPGRADE
+ EARLY ACCESS TO DINING RESERVATIONS
+ EARLY ACCESS TO ARRIVAL GROUPS

9 Hubbard Glacier, Alaska

*Terms and conditions apply.

Bonus

ONBOARD CREDIT
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